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Using Windows Movie Maker software

1. Launch the software by clicking ..Start…Programs …Accessories….Entertainment ….Windows Movie Maker.

2. If you cannot see the Collections Pane click the View menu and click Collections button to show the collected movie clips and audio clips.

3. Position the windows so that you can see your avi movie clips in your folder on the desktop and the Windows Movie Maker software on the screen.

4. Drag your avi movie clips from your folder into the centre Collections Pane of Windows Movie Maker.

5. In the Windows Movie maker software drag the clips from the centre pane down to the timeline in the order that the scenes should go.

Making Credits and Titles with Windows Movie Maker

Although you can make interesting animated titles and credits using clay and art materials Microsoft Movie Maker also has some good features to achieve this. Simply ensure that the Task Pane is in view by clicking the View menu and selecting Task Pane. The Task Pane has a step 2 Edit Movie section with a drop down menu. Select “Make Titles or Credits” and follow the range of possible fonts, sizes, colours and transition effects. 
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To record a simple audio track click the microphone icon and a level meter will appear. 
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7. Click Start Narration and speak up close to the microphone. At the end of the recording process a save dialogue will appear. Save your audio file into the folder on the desktop that contains your avi movie clips.

8. The audio file will appear in the timeline. 

9. To add a more complex audio file from Audacity audio editing software first Export as wav from Audacity. The file should be saved to your folder on the desktop. As with the avi files now drag the wav file from your folder into the Collections Pane in Microsoft Movie Maker. Now drag the audio file on to the timeline’s audio track.

10. Now that your movie is finished we need to “render” the saved movie.  ie create a single file with all the avi movie clips and audio track.

11. Click ..File…Save movie and follow the prompts. Remember to select Save a file for playback on your Computer…click Next. 
12. Type a name for your finished movie and select your folder on the desktop to save the finished file. Click Next.

13. Select Best Quality for my computer and then click Next. Your movie will be saved and you will be asked if you want to view the finished movie. Click yes and watch your finished movie. If you need to re-edit the movie later you can Save the Project in Windows Movie Maker by going File…Save Project – again save into your folder on the desktop.
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